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hechronicvulnerabilityof populationsin theSahelianzone

is perhapsthe most telling. Niger last year,today Kenya.

It should comeas no wonder that approximately40% of
Africa's commercial food import bill, which was $16 billion in

2003, comprisesstaples- wheat, maize,rice and sugar.Only
a small fraction of imported food comesin the form of food

aid.Theinability of traditional rainfedproduction to match the

scaleandquality of food demand,particularlyfrom the rapidly

expandingurbancentres,hastranslatedinto food imports- not
reliabledomesticproduction. Forthis reason,I want to stress

that managementof Africa's water resourcesto allow water

controlasthe leadinput for concentratingagriculturalproduction

andassociatedrural infrastructureis the only sensiblealternative

to rising food import bills. If we comparemapsof Africa's
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of production and reverse the trend in rising food import bills.

Clearly there are some absolutes that cannot be negotiated -

agro-climatic suitability, environmental limits in marginal areas

and so on. But equally there are relative measures which can

be negotiated such as removal of institutional constraints to

private investment, the provision of public goods to consolidate

market chains and the application of technology.

AFR1CA LAGGlNG BEH1ND

The story of Africa's chronic food insecurity is documented

daily and reflected in continent-wide statistics. Here I want

to highlight that out of a total of 868 million people in Africa,

315 million survive on less than US$ 1/day and that in 2003,

the sum of all national Gross Domestic Products (GDP)amounted

to US$ 614 billion, or barely 1.5 percent of the GDP of the world.

These people's demand for food is not negotiable, but to spend

some 3% of that GDP on importing food would appear absurd.

We should bear in mind that Africa's agriculture net trade was

positive in the 1970's - in the order of US$3 billion. It is now

negative and in the order of US$ 6 billion.

There are few alternatives to rural employment. Some

60 percent of Africa's population are reliant upon rural economies,

which also have to host 80% of the poor. But these rural

economies are poorly connected. The lack of reliable transport,

storage and energy networks inhibits the necessaryconcentration

of production and markets. It is therefore not surprising that

Africa is the only continent to have experienced a reduction

in agricultural output per inhabitant. Processed food and fibre

do get into remote locations across the continent, but it is very

hard to get processed,value added products out. Certainly public

investment in agricultural water development has declined

over the past 20 years to the extent that, now, only 7 percent

of Africa's arable land is irrigated (4 percent in sub-Saharan

Africa). This compares with 38 percent in Asia. Locally, land and

1,037,288 ha (7%)
959,158 ha (6'*')~- -.

1,001,557ha (7%)
.-

554,913 ha (4%)

411,370 ha (3%)

12.17 million ha/millon~ de heetareas
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ANOS (1994-2004): DEMAS1ADO ESCASA,
DEMAS1ADO LENTA
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D Full/partialcontrol
Control parcial/total

I::J Spate irrigation
Riego por inundacion
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D

Equipped lowlands

liems bajas equipadas

Non-equipped cultivate Wttland and

inland valley bottoms

Humedales cultivados y valles interiores
no equipados

III Non-equipped flood recessionZonas de recesi6n de inundaciones

no equipadas

12,478.592 ha (8O<\b)

14.23 million ha/millon~ de hectareas

13.44 million ha/millon~ de heetareas lrrigation/Riego = (1)+(2)+(3)

15.41 million ha/millones de heetareas Water management/Gesti6n hidriea = (1)+(2)+(3)+(4)+(5)

Evo/ution of irrigation and water managed areas in Africa
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